The Progressive Thinker’s Nostrum. 


Progress, the Universal Law of Nature: Thoaght. the Solvent of Her Problems. 


complete, and, now, from 1875 to this day, 
a crowd of defenders has arisen, advocating 
the reestablishment of the Inquisition, If 
any doubt it, let them read the article in the 
| New Encyclopedia Brittanica, or the recent 
| encyclical letter of the pope, read from all 


To be Occupied by Eminent Divines, Scientists, Philosophers the Catholic pulpits in America, by order of 


and 


Teachers. 


AN INTELLECTUAL FEAST FOR THE READERS OF THIS PAPER 


A Department that Would Prove an Attraction in any of the Leading Maga- 


zines of the World. 


SCIENCE. 
AND SOME INCIDENTS IN ITS 
HISTORY. 


A Lecture Delivered Before the Unity 


Society of Fresno, Cal., by Judge 
. J. W. North. 
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uranged the know! we get from them A HEATHEN DOCTRINE. 
alled the science of that subject. Cosmas, early in the sixth century, pub- 
THE UNIVERSALITY OF SCIENCE. lished his ee Obristian Topography,” the 
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om the h to the eagle, 
sms to the monsters of the deep. 
Science also reads the heavens, tracing 
the planets in their orbits and the stars in 
ir courses. It uses them in determining 
and dividing time, and by teaching the nav- 
or his latitude and longitude, it guides 
lim through unknown seas, and leads him 
ssfely to his destined haven. We may say 
of it, and without irreverence, what the 
Psalmist said in addressing the Deity: ‘If 
T take the wings of the morning and dwell 
the uttermost parts of the sea, even there 
thy hand lead me, and thy right hand 
shall hold me. 
_ Science guides the commerce of the world 
and every civilized industry; it superintends 
the building of our ships and railroads, our 
telegraph and telephone lines; it furnishes 
os with the indispensable friction match; 
also with the illuminating gas and the 
electric light; it gives us protection from 
lightning, and informs us of coming storms 
days before their arrival. 
It enables nations to converse together 
Over mountains, across deserts and under 
Oceans, as though they were assembled in a 
Weial circle; it enables us to read the 
world’s doings of yesterday before we sit 
down at our breakfast tables. 
Coming down to man, it furnishes minute | 
knowledge of the wonderful structure of the | 
baman body, and the still more wonderful 
Mructure of the mind. It affords protection 
"from disease, and relief from suffering. It 
guides in the construction of our homes, in 
the preparation of our clothing, of the food 
We est, the water we drink, and the very 
air we breathe. Science makes the differ- 
face between savage and civilized life; be- 
tween the Indians of our mountains and the 
Satesmen who compose our government. It 
E every step in the progress of civiliza- 
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THE ORIGIN OF KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUTH. 
The origin of science cannot now be fixed 
With certainty. Long centuries before our 
ts, wise and thoughtful men were earnestly 
fing truth, and notwithstanding numer- 
mistakes, they caught glimpses of some 
that have stood the test of time, and 
come down to us through the ages, 
forming a part of the science of our day. 
_ At the commencement of the Christian 
ea, science scarcely existed, even in name, 
ideas of Pythagoras, asserting the 
form of the earth and its revolu- 
had survived but to meet the earnest 
of the early Christian fathers. Ex- 
rated ideas of the ‘Books of Moses" 
‘rly taken possession of the leading 
of the church, and there seemed no 
‘to the claim set up for them. Deem- 
ð books to contain not only the un- 
ed truth, but all truth, everything 
of them, or opposed to them, must 
necessarily false, This unfortunate po- 
ion dominated the entire church, and, of 
se, presented an insurmountable ob- 
progressive learning. Science 
tion have been retarded many 
: this absurd folly of 
men. 
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us first inquire, what is science? 


are collected and methodically 


ng as the telescope, as minute as 


tiny fish that inhabit our smaller 


eof the! power, 


downward?” 
RELIGION AGAINST SCIENCE. 


through the air. 


is as broad as the universe, as great object of which was—as he declares— 
far-reach to denounce the false and heathen doctrine 
the objects revealed by the microscope. of the rotundity of the earth, and to show 
ittakes account of the earth on which wel that the tabernacle in the wilderness is the 
its form, its motion, its cli-| pattern or model of the universe. 
uctions, It takes note of its earth, he says, is a rectangular plane, 
its flowers, its strata and its hid- | four hundred days’ journey east and west, and 

res; its infinite variety of animal exactly half that distance north and south. 
m the invisible insect to the behe- It is surrounded by mountains, on which the 


sky rests. The heavens come down to the 
earth on all four sides, like the walls of a 
room. All below the firmament is the 
world, and the story above is heaven, and 
below the earth’s surface is hell. Midway 
in the rectangular surface below lies the 
inhabited earth, encompassed by ocean. 
Beyond ocean, bordering on the edge, is 
the unvisited terrestrial paradise. Here 
too, on a barren and thorny soil, without 
the walls of paradise, dwelt man from the 
fall to the deluge. The ark floated the 
survivors across the great ocean belt to this 
better land which we inhabit. This oblong 
plain lies a little tilted to the south, so that 
the rivers, like the Tigris and Euphrates, 
running south, run rapidly, while those 
running north, like the Nile, run more 
slowly, because they have to run up hill.” 
CHRISTIANITY DID NOT PROMOTE KNOWL- 
EDGE. 


These were the opinions of the Christian 
Church for more than a thousand years, and 
were all based on the Bible. During 
thirteen hundred years Christendom 
furnished to the world no astronomer nor 
chemist. The Mohammedans were far in 
advance of the Christians in both of these 
studies. 

As time advanced, the hostility of the 
church to science became intensified. At 
the beginning of the fifth century the 
growing power of Rome had taken from 
Alexandria its pre-eminence as a seat of 
learning, and left it but secondary to the 
home of the Cæsars. The Greek school of 
philosophy had dwindled to small dimen- 
sions, and was mainly represented by Hy- 
patia, (the daughter of Theon, the mathe- 
matician), whose beauty, learning and 
eloquence drew to her academy the learned 
and the elite of the city. 

Cyril, the most influential and aggressive, 
as well as the most violent and unscrupulous 
of the Christian fathers, was then Bishop of 
Alexandria. The great popularity of 
Hypatia was an obstacle in his way, as well 
as an annoyance to him. The result was 
that a Christian mob—usually called Cyril's 
mob—of many monks, seized Hypatia and 
dragged her from her carriage one morning, 
as she was riding to her Academy, stripped 
her of her clothing, took her to a church, 
and Peter the Reader struck her on the head 
with a club, killing her. 

The Christian mob then cut her body into 
pieces, scraped the flesh from her bones 
with shells, and burned her, piecemeal. 

This was Saint Cyril's method of 
extinguishing the light of science, and of 
promoting the cause of Christianity, in the 
early part of the fifth century. And though 
no one seems to have questioned Cyril's 
guilt, in this brutal murder of a woman 
noted for her virtue, as well as for her 
intellectual attainments, the Christian church 
never called him to account for the infamous 
deed, but on the contrary enrolled him 
among her saints, and he is known to-day 
only as Saint Cyril.“ 

This policy of suppressing science by 
murder continued to be the policy of the 
church for more than twelve hundred years, 
and is suspended now only because is has 
not the power to practice it. 


THE INQUISITION, 


The Catholic church, though suspending 
the working of the Inquisition for want of 
has retained the organization 
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globular form of the earth and its revolu- 
[Se says, Is it possible that men can be 
so absurd as to believe that the crops and a hierarchy; a government by the priest- 
trees on the other side of the earth hang} hood? 


And 


At this period, the whole influence of the 
The best answer I can give, is that it is church was brought to bear to rebuke or 
` ige—systematized knowledge—not|frown down everything that savored of 
ues not mythology, not legend or science. The most eminent bishops spoke 
adition, but knowledge based on evidence. | contemptuously, saying that they did not 
If all the facts concerning any given trouble themselves with such things.” The 
lesser lights dealt in absurd denunciation. 


“The 


| Cardinal Gibbons. This letter sounds like 
|a cry of rage and agony, that a statue has 
been reared in Rome to the martyr, Bruno, 
on the spot where he was burned in 1600 for 
teaching some of the commonly accepted 
facts of science of the present time, 

When the forces of Victor Emanuel 
entered Rome in 1870 the pope and the 
Inquisition were driven into the Vatican. 
Shall they now come forth to establish their 
throne in America? And shall we hear no 
note of remonstrance from our statesmen? 
Not one word against setting up here 


LEARNING SUPPRESSED, 
But to return from this reference to our 


science. We have seen how its light was 
extinguished in Alexandria by the infamous 
murder of Hypatia; after which no one 
dared to enter that field. We must also 
know that both Rome and Constantinople 
were at the same time controlled by the same 
power, which was hostile to all scientific 
research. At the commencement of the 
sixth century there was but one prominent 
seat of learning in all Christendom 
where science was permitted to be taught; 
and even this was not continued long. In 
529 the Christian Emperor Justinian 
suppressed the schools of philosophy of 
Athens, and the night of the dark ages 
closed down on what was then known as 
the Christian world; the night of a thousand 
years, in which the church ruled both tem- 
porally and spiritually; a church that claims 
to be the light of the world; and yet this 
period was the darkest that our era has 
known. 

If it be now asked, what produced the 
dark ages, history gives us the answer. 
it be asked, what continued the dark ages 
for a thousand years, or what influence 
sought to prevent the revival of learning at 
the end of these thousand years, we receive 
from history the same unequivocal answer. 
It was in each and every case mainly the 
Christian church. 


ROGER BACON, 

During this long night of darkness, the 
puerile ‘‘ Christian Topography of Cosmas 
continued to be the doctrine of the church, 
and the treatment of students of the science 
remained unchanged. A single instance 
will be sufficient to illustrate both. 

In the thirteenth century Roger Bacon, of 
England, spending some years in France, 
devoted himself somewhat to the study of 
chemistry, a science then unknown. But 
the first advances towards it were con- 
demned by the church. Though he had re- 
ceived his degree of Doctor of Theology, 
his experimental studies were denounced by 
the ignorant priests as magic and the black 
arts, and his orthodoxy was at once ques- 
tioned. Having returned to Oxford and 
commenced lecturing there, his lectures 
were interdicted, and he was placed under 
supervision at Paris, where for ten years he 
was prohibited from writing anything that 
might be published. A Franciscan monk 
himself, after his return to England, he de- 
nounced the ignorance and vices of the 
clergy and monks, and generally the insuf- 
ficiency of the existing studies, for which 
his works were condemned by a general of 
the order, who afterwards became pope, and 
Bacon was thrown into prison, where he re- 
mained for fourteen years, dying two years 
later. Such was the penalty that Christian- 
ity inflicted for the study of science in the 
thirteenth century. 


COPERNICUS CONDEMNED. 

In 1507, Copernicus, a modest priest and 
learned Prussian, away off on the confines of 
Hungary, had completed a book on The 
Revolutions of the Heavenly Bodies.” 
Knowing the hostility of the church to any 
such teaching, he waited thirty-six years 
before daring to publish his work. After 
that length of time, being urged to it by a 
Cardinal, he ventured to give it to the pub- 
lic. This was the great work that was the 
foundation of our Copernican system of as- 
tronomy. Mark the reception that was 
given it by the Christian church. On the 
day that the first copy of his great work was 
brought to him, moist from the press, he died, 
and thus escaped the personal vengeance of 
the church; but his work was condemned 
and burned, 80 far as his persecutors could 
accomplish it. 

PROTESTANTISM AS BAD. 

Here we come to the time of Luther, 
Calvin, and other reformers, Does any one 
hope that they will be found more favorable 
to science than their antagonists? Vain 
hope. Historians tell us that they were 
even more bitter than the Catholics in their 
denunciation of science, Luther called Co- 
pernicus a fool, and thought he had an- 
swered him effectually by saying that 
“ Joshua commanded the sun to stand still, 
which he would not haye done if the sun did 
not move. 

Galileo, some eighty years later, revived 
and taught the theories of Copernicus, and 
having constructed a telescope, made many 
valuable discoveries. For this he was ac- 
cused of ‘‘impostare, heresy, blasphemy, 
and atheism.” Do we uot here see where 
the clergy of our time learn to call every 
man an infidel or atheist, who is in advance 
of his fellows in search of truth? He was 
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the earth moves around the sun, a doctrine 
Utterly contrary to the Scriptures." He 
Was compelled to retract his ‘‘ heresy,” and 
for sixteen years the church had rest; but 
in 1632 he published his book entitled 
“The System of the World,” which sus- 
tained the theory of Copernicus. He was 
again brought before the Inquisition, and 

ough he again retracted, he was thrust 

to prison, and treated with remorseless se- 
Verity for the remaining ten years of his life. 

But by following to the end the story of 
Galileo, we have passed, by a few years, 
the tragic events connected with the fate of 
his contemporary. 

\ GIORDANO BRUNO, 

Giordano Bruno was born at Nola, in 
Italy, about the year 1548. In his fifteenth 
year, the historian tells us, he entered the 
order of the Dominicans, at Naples, and 
soon found the restraints of that order in- 
tolerable to him. 


St. Augustine, about the year 400, says: owu time, let us follow the treatment of] He spent two years in England, and 
“It is impossible there should be inhabit- 
ants on the other side of the earth, since 
In attempting on this occasion to call | there is no such race mentioned in Scripture 
4 attention to science, and to some among the descendants of Adam.” 

ts in its history, I can touch only then he adds, what he evidently thinks a 

D avery few points, and leave you to complete refutation of the idea; In the 
bok into them more at leisure for yourselves. | day of judgment, men on the other side of 
field is illimitably broad; we can only | the earth could not see the Lord descending 


traveled extensively through the chief cities 
and seats of learning in Europe, everywhere 
lecturing, writing and publishing the burn- 
ing words that stirred to their depths the 
ancient prejudices of medieval ignorance, 
and brought upon his own head the terrible 
malignity of the church, 

In 1593 he accepted an invitation to 
Venice; he was there arrested, taken to 
Rome, and imprisoned for seven years. 
This long imprisonment failing to crush the 
brave spirit of Bruno, on the 9th of Feb- 
ruary, 1600, he was excommunicated, and 
on the 17th of that month was burned at 
the stake. 

4 DEADLY HYPOORISY. 

It was on the demand of the spiritual 
authorities that he was removed from 
Venice to Rome, and imprisoned by the 
Inquisition. The s 
him was that he had taught the plurality 


revealed religion, especially as 
plan of salvation." 
over to the secular power, to be punished 


h 
tim to be burned at the stake, 


receive it. 
When, at the stake, the flames enveloped 


and consumed the shrinking flesh, he stood 
in calm grandeur, uttering no murmur of 


complaint, no cry of agony, apparently un- 


conscious of physical suffering, the embodi- 
ment of sublime exaltation and conscious 


triumph. 
SCIENCE'S MARTYR HONORED. 


This event transpired two hundred and 
eighty-nine years ago. As the anniversary 
came round, on the 17th of last February, 


a statue of Bruno was set upon a high ped- 
estal in Rome, upon the very spot where he 


was burned. The Pope and Cardinals had 
stormed and raved to prevent it, but the 
people of that city had voted overwhelmingly 
in favor of it. The free-thinkers of Eu- 
rope, Great Britain and America had contrib- 
uted to procure it, anda Roman Senator 
delivered an oration on the occasion, in 
which he told the assembled thousands, that 
tta movement is this day inaugurated more 
fatal to the papacy than even the loss of the 
temporal power.” The Pope, in the mean- 
time, retired to the Vatican, not showing 
his face in Rome for three days. But the 
Pope has revived his courage sufficiently 
to revile Bruno with all the ancient malig- 
nity; and the Protestant church has never 
abandoned its attitude of earnest, though 
diluted, hostility to science. 

And while we mark the extreme hostility 
of the church to all true science, let us no- 
tice the instruction that even the Protestant 
church, of this period, furnished to her 
obedient children. 

In 1712 Dr, Wolfgang Franze, a profes- 
sor of theology at Wittenberg, the univer- 
sity that Luther attended, and long after 
Luther's time, published his Sacred His- 
tory of Animals,” in which he describes 
dragons with three ranges of teeth, and 
calmly adds, The largest of these is the 
Devil.“ This book claims to be ‘ Designed 
for students of theology, and ministers of 
the Word; and it is said To have had 
much influence on thought for 100 years,” 

THE CHURCH AGAINST NEWTON. 

Sir Isaac Newton, who lived from 1642 
to 1727, the most distinguished scientist 
of his time, was restrained from publishing 
important truths, for many years, through 
fear of the church. In 1690 he wrote a 
letter to his friend, Mr. Lock, the distin- 
guished philosopher, It gave an account 
of two notable corruptions of the text of 
scripture, and invalidated two passages in 
favor of the Trinity; for Sir Isaac wrote 
much on theology, as well as science, 

At first he was anxious to have his letter 
published, but fearing to publish it in Protest- 
ant England, he asked Mr. Locke, who was 
then going to Holland, to get it translated 
into French, and published on the continent. 
As Locke did not go to Holland, he sent the 
letter to Mr. Le Clerc, who fearing to get it 
published in French was having it trans- 
lated into Latin, when Sir Isaac interfered 
and stopped the publication entirely. 

This letter was never published until 
twenty-seven years after Sir Isaac's death, 
and sixty-four years after it was written. 


summoned before the ‘holy Inquisition, | 
Under the accusation of having taught that 


pecial charge against 


of worlds, a doctrine repugnant to the 
If Whole tenure of Scripture, and inimical to 
regards the 
He was then handed 


‘as mercifully as possible, and without the 
edding of blood.” This was the horrible 
ypocritical formula of ordering a vic- 


But mark the sublime fortitude of this 
calm man as he received his sentence, only 
saying, Perhaps it is with greater fear 
that you pass the sentence upon me than I 


of the church at Brescia, near Venice. Sey- 
enteen years after Franklin's discovery, the clairvoyance, hypnotism, and all else. He 


NO. E 
So fearful was the greatest scientist of the] way they always have been, viz.: By the- 
age of the church, in Protestant England, | ology abandoning its foibles and accepting 
that he dare not publish what he knew to the lesson of science. 
be true. HUMBOLDT WAS PERSECUTED. 
PRIESTLY NOT ORTHODOX. Humboldt, the illustrious German savant 
Joseph Priestly, aliberal minister of Eng- and traveler, had the good fortune, like 
land, and a distinguished scientist, deserves | Franklin, to live at a period when his ser- 
more than a passing notice in this list ot vices to mankind could protect him, in some 
persecuted men of learning. A man of Measure; from religious hostility. And yet 
gentle and kindly spirit, but a remarkable even this great man, who had crossed the 
scholar, he became so distinguished as a| mountains of South America, and the deso- 
man of science that in 1771 he was about to| late plains of Siberia in search of knowledge 
be appointed to accompany the celebrated for the human race, says in a letter to a 
Captain Cook expedition to Otaheite to ob- friend, that the ministers would have driven 
serve the transit of Venus; but the govern-| him from Berlin if it had not been that the 
ment of Great Britain was shocked at the| king was his friend, 
idea of giving a man a position who was not! The French priests who objected to com- 
orthodox, and he was rejected. mon table forks because no such instru- 
In 1774 he made several valuable discoy-| ments were mentioned in Scripture; and the 
eries in science, among which was that of| Scotchman who objected to the common fan- 
oxygen, the basis of all life and of combus-| ning mill as an ungodly implement, because 
tion; but he was not orthodox, and his very | it created a wind when the Lord willed a 
discoveries were enough to condemn him inf calm, need only be mentioned as illustra- 
the minds of the enemies of science. So, a tions of the religious ideas of the time, 
few years later, in 1791, while he was I have but to name one instance more and 
quietly attending to his duties at home, the| I have done: g 
mob wanted a victim and they sought him} So recently as 1846—less than fifty years 
out, burned his house and his chapel and|ago—Doctor Simpson of Edinburgh, Scot- 
destroyed his valuable manuscripts that rep-| land, one of the most learned physicians of 
resented the earnest labor of many years. | his time, invented or discovered chloroform, 
Three years after this terrible exhibition of | and used it to relieve suffering in his medi- 
orthodox malignity, this gentle, peaceful cal and surgical practice. One would natur- 
man gathered the fragments of his manu-| ally suppose that so great a blessing would 
scripts, and with his family in 1794 left|be hailed with joy evea by bigots. Far 
England and came to the quiet little town of | otherwise. The ministers of the Scotch 
Northumberland in the interior of Pennsyl- church raised a serious objection, and one 
vania, where he spent the remaining years of of the bitterest controversies of our time 
his life in peace. ensued. 
AFTER MANY YEARS. ORTHODOXY AGAINST MEDICINE, 


But when the centennial anniversary of} Doctor Simpson had used this anesthetic 
the discovery of oxygen came round the impartially, to relieve the sufferings of 
world had learned the value of this quiet, | women as well as men; and at times when 
modest man. On that day, in 1874—only the ministers feared he was relieving them 
fifteen years ago—learned scientists of Eu- of a part of the original curse. They were 
rope, Great Britain and America were seen quite willing that men should be relieved; 
wending their way to the quiet little vil- but women must suffer the full penalty orig- 
village, on the banks of the Susquehanna, | imally inflicted on Eve. 
there to place flowers on the grave of the| Incredible as it now seems, these men 
world’s benefactor, and to pay their devo- Were thoroughly in earnest, and doubtless 
tions at the shrine of this recent victim of | thoroughly sincere; and they fought Doctor 
religious hate. with all their energy. š 

But let us turn from these sad scenes of| The Great Doctor Chalmers, more en 
cruel wrong and melancholy mistakes to a| lightened than his brethren, took the part of 
bright picture, before which even ignorance | Doctor Simpson, but even his great influ- 
and orthodoxy were powerless. ence was not likely to turn the scale. At 

Benjamin Franklin, our great patriot, length a happy thought occurred to Doctor 
statesman, scientist and philosopher, hap- Simpson, and he told the ministers that he 
pily lived at a time when his patriotism, was simply following the method of the 
statesmanship and usefulness compelled men | Creator, that when God had made man and 
to forget that he was an infidel, and to re-| Wished to perform the surgical operation of 
member only the great services he had ren- taking a rib from his side with which to 
dered to mankind. make a woman, he put him to sleep. : 

DEVILS AND WITCHCRAFT eee ni tore! 
As one of these Doctor Franklin, in 1752 en ee 7 5 hg 5 1 
vades the atnosphere, was the cause of|cd‘s0 the victors mas gained for Doe 
thunder and lightning that had for ages so Simpson and pete Orica > 
terrified mankind. Saint Jerome, as well! That such an instance of ministerial big- 
as the other Christian fathers, maintained | otry could have occurred in our day, is sim- 
that the air was full of devils, that caused the ply inexplicable. But such has been the 
lightning, wind and hail, basing their theory | contest of ages, and such the hostility shown 
on the prophecies of Isaiah, and the Epistle to science through the whole history of the 
to the Ephesians.” Saint Augustine main-| Christian church. 
tained the same view, as did Luther, and For nearly sixteen hundred years the 
the later reformers, Even the celebrated] church has fought science and never gained 
Increase Mather, President of Harvard Uni-] a yictory: science has won in every contest. 
versity, and the other leading ministers of| The church has been driven backward into 
New England, as firmly believed in the civilization, step by step, step by step, but 
‘devils that caused the hail and lightning,” always backwards. Will it never turn round, 
as they belived in witches, and they be-|open its eyes, and welcome the glowing” 
lieved with John Wesley that we might as dawn? The future will determine. 
well give up the Bible as to give up our be- 
lief in witches. Hashish. 

But Doctor Franklin, with his simple kite lias é 
and key, demolished the theology of ages, A writer in Popular Science Monthly speaks 
and took from the clergy a large share of of it as follows: i 
their stock of terrors with which they had] Mr. A. M. Fielde, the well-known chemist, 
been accustomed to alarm mankind. He has recently recounted his experiences under 
also showed the people how, by a simple the influence of hashish. He smoked the 
iron rod, he could ward off the lightning | hashish until he felt a profound sense of 
and save property from destruction. Here well-being, and then put the pipe aside. 


theology was placed at a disadvantage. If 2 
the old theory of devils in the air was ad-|After a few minutes he seemed to become 
two persons; he was conscious of his real 


hered to, the tall steeples were struck by : 
lightning and many churches were destroyed. | self reclining on a lounge, and of why he 


If the ‘‘heretical rod" was adopted, the was there; his double was in a vast building 
priest had to admit that dun infidel’s rem- | made of gold and marbles, splendidly bril- 
ody akan Apitoni that presented by the] jiant and beautiful beyond all description. 
saints o 1e C on. : : 

Doctor Franklin had only to smile and aS felt an en 8 N be- 
look on, and wait to see how long it would | ue! od himself in heav pe anne 
take ministers to adopt common sense, in sonality suddenly vanished, but reappeared . 

à „ i in a few minutes. His real self was under- 
place of absurd mythology, when their in- „ TA E m throughoute ita 
terests were on the side of common sense, Settee ie Tobi 2 8 p 3-1 instil 
The result showed that it took some of the] body; Me double was a ae ae 

; ; ment, producing sounds of exquisite sweet- 
most prominent of them from ten to sixteen ness and perfect rhythm. Then sleep ensued, 
. andl eee een eee and all ended. Upon another occasion sleep 
J and waking came and went so rapidly that 
THE HERETICAL ROD. they seemed to be confused. His double 

The first rod put up in England was ten|seemed to be a sea, bright, and tossing as 
years after Franklin's discovery. In Aus-] the wind blew; then a continent. Again he 
tria and Italy they waited much longer. At|smoked a double dose, and sat at his table, 
length they began to protect their churches} pencil in hand, to record the effects, This 
by the ‘heretical rod,“ as the people called time he lost all conception of time. He 
it, and several that had been repeatedly|arose to open a door; this seemed to take 
struck and badly damaged, were thus placed | a million years. He went to pacify an angry 
out of danger. dog, and endless ages seemed to have gone 

But some hesitated to adopt the ‘‘infidel’s}on his return. Conceptions of space re- 
remedy," and these were instructed by some | tained their normal character. He felt an 
severe calamities, Among others, was that unusual fullness of mental impressions— 
enough to fill volumes. He understood 


Republic of Venice had stored in the vaults | was not one man, or two, but several men 
of this church, over 200,000 pounds of pow- living at the same time in different places, 
der, and had provided no lightning rod. A with different occupations. He could not 
storm came, the church was struck, and the] write one word without hurrying to the next, 
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cause of truth, science and progress, and won the tr rites fant she eel pened 7 also from a — 
rr neee as 
who * 1 
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in peace, Walter Howell, 
indace 
has the to enforce her s 
————— may walk bythe side of the —— 
Ds are engaged of the cet gar! — — — fr 
ean afford to be without Armory 
Tuixxxx as it costs only she Coleman's 
bringing each one in contact te cue Gene and 
ing minds of the 42 — 
mow, You will not miss a 

Mr, and Mra. Curts, whose advertisement bavo pamai bears Aa 


appears in another column, are now locatad | craft n of — * i 
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THE PROGRESSIVE THINKER. 


for The Progressive Thinker, | be of a very fine gauze and beautifully dec- | Written for The Progressive Thinker. 
REMARKABLE SEANCE.  (orsted. On her forehead was a brilliant 1s THE SPIRITUAL PHILOSOPHY 
gold-colored star, a little more than two YET A DREAMY? 
Witnessed and Described by Henry J. inches across—on her bosom was a large 
Newton. jillaminated pink rose. This rose I exam 
ined closely and must say that for artistic 


| beauty it surpassed anything the 
To the older Spirtualists, the name of a enen enn 9T fhaa kina 


Writer 
A 


Has not forty years of earnest work and 
practical experience been sufficient to test our 


: ‘ that lever saw. Ne > bott > - 2 5 

Nettie C. Maynard will bring to their recollec I ever sa - Year the bottom of ber what the imagination affords? Have any 

3 À s 5 dress was an illuminated strip about two : x À 

tion one of the pioneer trance speakers who makaa tai Wide natural facts yet been discovered and 

$ "nes rit 0 4 7 

left, wherever she went, memories that can He 7 utlized of sufficient extent that we have yet 
5 a i “Sp ed ¢ c ' wW ~ — 0 B, : i t 

never fade, and established friendships that -r l ` 8 made one single point of philosophy that 


` = 7 I met her in the middle of the room; she 
will merer end. During the War of the took me by the hand and placed it in her 
Rebellion she made Washington her home. | howing locks, asking me at the same time 
This was previous to her marriage, her t% see how beautifully she had everything | 
msiden Enno being Nettie Colburn. She made up for this grand occasion. She went 
was the medium for what was called ‘+ The to Mrs. Maynard's bedside and expressed a 
Congressional Circle,” which was attended great joy and satisfaction for this oppor- : * : 

by Congressmen and other distinguished tunity to manifest, and wanted permission | R“ sally, call iia * Dr. n 

persons in Washington. Among the to gently lay her hands on Mrs. Maynard's | ‘s Search for the Soul, n No. 6, and Dr. 

soquaintances she formed at that time was feet. This was granted imparting a pecu- W hitemore's in No. 11, treating of the 

X : Spirituality of Spiritualism. 


thst of President Lincoln. He frequently |}; t e 
4 - : > | liar and pleasing sensation to Mrs. Maynard. re i = 

received through her mediumship, important . reram oc te st ` Dr. K. ignores philosophy altogether, and 
substitutes therefor an assumption founded 


Sten the shat Of Wie” hours before'it Dr. S. B. Brittan made known his pres- 
` 80 c var, hours before any < f : . 0 
was received in Washington through any ence but had not strength to come outside on belief. He says: The body it (the 
j Y [the cabinet, but could talk distinctly. I| ; 1 5 y 
other channel. ` hi i i 9 soul) has builded for itself, 
It is the history of those times and their questioned him about the manuscript Wich) What we wish to note especially is the fact 
i R wie s he had at the time of his death. He said pp Eat Ti E EA, 
relations, with which the seance that I am 3 fraid it Rad Deen Geatroved iif that the guides on which he relies teach 
out to describe has mainly to do. Her| < Ayr z a 2 . eee him that the spirit or soul antedates the 
2 f ? = 8 not it was los ly li entity of itself, irrespective 
experience in Washington during the time s > 10 iii Ery body, and is an entity eir, irres! 
of the Rebellion was thought by her friends | yy B 3 aa er of [of the physical, This theory does not tally 
to be of sufficient importance to justify |. rs. Maynards family who acts as amenu-) with the natural order with which we are 
N familar. The flower and fruit are the pur- 


pablication in book form. The manuscript ensis for her, before coming into the seance- 
200 orm, le t - 
. room, placed in her pocket a photograph of N £ 
was prepared and placed in the hands of he 2 TERS E the 8 e Fig No | Pose of the stalk, in the natural world, while 
EEROR “I „„the above theory reverses this order, and 
hence must be void of scientific facts. 


= 24 a sa a abort aina hons one in the house knew of this act or that 
recover the manuscript have been unavailing, e aran 5 pa He gaa s Soles Dr. Whitemore's theories are equally 
sod through the earnest solicitations of her = was dressed in the gga D N 1155 objectionable, in that he entirely divorces the 
numerous friends she decided about two dt n big? mers 8 cab- spiritual from the physical. He says: “I 
years ago to make an effort to reproduce it. panoe i 95 75 : m So ope «There is a sol- Am 2° advocate or believer in the materiality 
In Maynard has been for many years a 15 to t 85 b poyma: He gave his name f Spirit.” Again he declares thut Nothing 
great sufferer from chronic rheumatism, serpy : h — 2 n sho bad material or semi-material goes into the 
which has gradually rendered her completely and tok abies bers N 3h “ty . |Spirit-world.” These doctrines are equally 
hel 3 90 a picture of him in her pocket. She acknowl- | supernatural with the mythologies of the 
pless, and for the last two years she has dged that she had the picture in her pocket, porn: y i On | 
pot been moved from her bed; so that 1 ba hall u p Ne aboriginal races, when the imagination 
whatever is written is entirely from dictation. |trat the correct name had been given, supplied the place of knowledge, and 
The completion and publication of this Pre ag 8 nama Fi 5. superstition constituted the acme of wisdom. 
book is looked upon by the Spirit-world as pete A À bn ler cl thes and With these teachings gracing our literature 
of great importance, and to assist in the Saree pees he 98 a ap t| We cam never rise above the dignity of a 
seeomplishment of the purpose. the spirit |} ae OR: ae A i 2 religious sect. Philosophy and science are 
band of Mrs. M. E. Williams, the well- and en ee heel pret out of the question, Our name is a mis- 
known materializing medium, in conjunction | o 8 e SA e ATE 7 5 nomer, and it is time we correct our mistake 
with that of Mrs. Maynard's, planned this d NE adh Sa 5 Ley ok ©) and fall in line behind the rank and file of 
mance, by which they believed they would ing. . Fou nom know that 1 am not fear, the army of creeds. 
be able to impart to Mrs. Maynard the We 1 78 SAW >| But we behold a dawning light from a 
physical strength and ability necessary to | Ut still live,"——and in that way she became | quarter we least suspected, verifying our 
carry on and complete this great work. reconciled 125 7 11 240 Nen Taka adage to be true, that nature is capable of 
It resulted in fixing the time for a a raha Agr d, . e, her gra e to piyano our 
) k race up the ascending e of progress, 
al March Sem M ede n the facewas| whether they will or not, This light 
mom at White Plains, the shire town of fd ae hf —.— gaala, and she illuminated the understanding of your many 
chester County (of which her husband | "° After the soan e T amined thousand readers, under the headline of 
fm. P. Maynard, has recently been ap- 8 the B W ee ee th A Common-Sense View of Death,” by the 
pinted postmaster), about twenty-five miles tumb otograph and can testify © CoS | Rey. Chauncey Giles, claiming his peculiar 
: tume of the young man as he appeared to views to be ‘Our Doctrine of the 
of New York City, on the Harlem | nis mother, was an exact duplicate of the 3 : 
Branch of the Hudson River R. R. = ’ Resurrection.” This common-sense view of 
ec picture: the soul or spirit of man is in perfect accord 
This was the first opportunity that either] with the natural order, and will, no doubt, 
Mr. or Mrs. Maynard ever had of attend. meet the approval of every sentimental, 
pais xy seance. To those who thinking Spiritualist, until he switches off of 
are skeptical in reference to full-form mæ the main track and lays up his train on the 
terializations, this seance will afford food theological side track. 
for profitable and suggestive thought. The) In ‘these remarks, the Rev. Chauncey 
agencies by which it came to pass, the Pur: Giles has presented us with the skeleton 
poses intended to be accomplished, the cir- | view of our philosophy. In these outlines 
cumstances under which the phenomena 0¢-| we get a practical, common-sense view of a 
curred and the class and character of the) spiritual being and the world of his future 
spirits manifesting, all of these and ae home, as practically comprehensive to our 
E aE aa the mind for solution and | mundane powers as is the physical of man, 
and the world of his physical abode. Now 
During the latter part of the seance a very | to bring our spiritual philosophy within the 
tall male form parted the curtains sndian pale of scientific recognition, is to clothe 
nounced himself as Abraham Lincoln. He this skeleton outline with as comely a form 
requested me to step to the cabinets I did as the anatomy suggests, and we shall 
so and held u short conversation with him | vindicate our right to our philosophical title. 
on the purposes of our meeting. To accomplish this great desideratum it 
This form was in all respects a good reP-|is hereby suggested that the editor of 
resentation of Mr. Lincoln; spare and I Tun progressive TuinKer favor us with 
should judge something over six feet in|} restricted space especially devoted to the 
height; his features well meee to repre- natural facts within the knowledge of the 
ae on n e same man- writer, that shall give our philosophy a 
> 7 5 scientific bearing, as is suggested in the 
It is proper for me to state that none of article on Death, as referred to above. 
the figures which appeared during the seance These are the live issues-of the day, and if 
resembled in the slightest degree that of the | well discussed, will attract more earnest, 
medium. That you may better understand | devoted interest with all classes than any 
how Mr. Lincoln as a spirit regards Mrs. | manifestations we may place before the 
Maynard, I will quote his own language as | iiic f the spiri : 
~ : - public from the spiritual side. 
ore through a private medinm and taken To meet the wants of the hour, the 
down verbatim by Mrs. Newton at the time questions to be discussed in our literature 
8 N given. It wee as follows: . , (are those of a common-sense character; and 
ot dropping the subject of material- to elicit attention, they must be handled in a 
ization, let us turn our attention to that plain, every-day style, in harmony with 
tender; thoughtful, loving spirit in prison; our common conceptions. The Rev. C. 
she who in the first blooming days of youth- Giles has set the example and struck the 
ful vigor, brought to me the keys that un- key-note. Below we will suggest a pro- 
locked the dungeons of captive — and gramme involving the main topics, in 
women and made them free, whilst alas, logical sequence: 
ey a 2 * _ on poe 1. Is there any source of the origin of 
p y; power the human being—body, soul and spirit, 
that we all look to, we cannot help question- | other than that of the material? 
ing the why and wherefore of such a sacri-| 9 What is the nature of the soul or 
fice, and yet the question echoes and re- spirit, and what its relations to the material 
echoes onward and no answer returns; 80 We | elements? 
leave it with Him who ‘‘doeth all things 3 1 iri 
well. His ways are not as our ways and are ieser ar 0 n 5i 
past all finding out. At ber teet a garland of 4. If the spirit is an outgrowth of the 
immortelles is placed, the fresh greenness of | material, at what stage of the original 
which is renewed every day by the gushing | material entering into the composition of 
tears of grateful spirits who have been blessed | our planet did the spiritual first make its 
through her ministrations. The aroma of her appearance; and by what process was it 
life has all gone out from her, it is true, but eliminated therefrom? 


that, too, has blessed others and has ascended | 5. Is not the spiritual an indispensable 
up and made for her a home above, green | agent in the fructification of the material 
fields of living 8 and running streams world? 

whose waters never dry up. 6. Are there not necessarily all es 

‘ Yes, there awaits, for her patient suffer- | of spiritual qualities, from the anata it 
ing a glory unspeakable, a happiness unmen- | firat inception in the electrical element, up 
tionable, a rest forever blest by Him who through the ascending grade of . Evolu- 
doeth all things well. Your friend, „ |tion,” to man, where it culminated in his 

‘LINCOLN, individuality? 

New York, March 8, 1889. 7. At what stage of its evolyement does 
— spirit become sufficiently refined to be 
MISSISSIPPI VALLEY SPIRITUAL- eee or a TS i, e., 

= : of so refined a degree as to preclude it from 

INTS’ ASSOCIATION. decay or decomposition for the ordinary 

purpose of re-organization in other forms of 
life? 

8. If such spiritual elements have been 
set free by nature in the past, and are still 
eliminated in the present, she must have a 
definite purpose in the transaction; and 
what was that purpose to be accomplished 
is our right and duty to inquire. 

9, If we study the geological record 
we shall not fail of discovering nature's 
purposes in view, or the methods pursued 
in their consummation in that long series of 


justifies a claim to scientific recognition ? 
If not, the spiritual philosophy is yet a thing 
of the imagination, If we are to rate the 
present status of our order by the production 
of some of our veteran advocates, we are 


|justified in the above conclusion. We more 
Kayner’s 


were darkened and a cabinet improvised for 
be occasiou by drawing a curtain across one 
of the room, 


wed by her at her 
Yor 
‘The light used for the seance was a gas 
ftin a colored globe, and partially covered 
with colored paper. When everything was 
red, a chair was placed behind the 
in. Mrs. Williams took her seat in it 
the seance commenced. There were 
beside the medium, four gen- 
tlemen and seven ladies, making eleven 
pall After singing for a few minutes by 
the assembled company, several of the 
cabinet spirits addressed us, giving 
information and instruction relative to this 
i seance, its importance and 
Immediately after this the 
curtain parted at two places, and a beautiful 
female form appeared at each; they stepped 
just outside the curtain, and one said, 
“Nettie, Nettie, Nettie,—don't you know 
me? I am Achse Sprague." The two 
spirits then withdrew behind the curtains, 
bat shortly reappeared, went up to the 
bed on which Mrs. Maynard lay, and Achse 
Sprague took her by the hand and conversed 
with her several minutes. The other was 
an old acquaintance of Mrs. Maynard, who 
her name, and was recognized by her. 
name has escaped my memory. 
Shortly after this a very large, powerfully 
built male form came from the cabinet, 
ked across the room to the bedside of 
Mrs Maynard, made passes over the entire 
of her body, for the purpose, as he 
J of imparting strength to her. He 
gave the name of Frank Cushman. 
Um Dunham sat by the bedside of Mrs. 
Maynard, to tell her what the spirits said to 
her, as she has become very hard of hearing. 
after, this spirit again returned 
female, whom he introduced as his 


inherent latent 


t of the once famous Dr. J. R. 

came from the cabinet to the sick 
n and worked over her for some time, 
‘* Nettie, I wish I could say to you 
s I used to say to others,—‘ Arise and 
walk’—but it cannot be done,—we must 
I cannot attempt to describe all 
place at this marvelous seance, 
only to give a general idea of what 


Sixteen forms came from the cabinet into 
the wom and walked, talked and shook 
ds with us, beside seven others who did 
come out into the room but stood between 
theparted curtains and talked with us from 
hat position. 
At five different times there were two 
orms out simultaneously, who talked 
with different members of the company at 
esame time. Twice a small girl came out 
with —both were ized b 
8 ipung boy recogn y 
must not close without relating the 
sppearance of one of Mrs. Maynard's band, 
s young Indian girl by the name of Pinkie, 
All who have known Mrs. Maynard as a 
medium have come to know and love Pinkie 
nt of her genius, her strength of 
her loving disposition, her sharp, 
eculiarities, and above all, her! Dr. J. H. Randall, of Chicago, Senator 
power to improvise poetry. It|Engel, of Iowa, and other good speakers, 
ys her custom at the close of a will be in attendance for annive: 
m her by her medium, to ask for | exercises, Mrs, Allie A. Bloodgett, the evolutians there discovered. 
for ‘Singing words,” as she | noted independent slate-writing and platform| 10. A spiritual being must finally dwell 
J jj test medium, of Davenport, Iowa, and other in a Spiritworld. Where is that world, and 


E 


This organization will hold its semi-an- 
nual meeting and celebrate the Forty-second 
Anniversary of Modern Spiritualism in Cain 
and Rowle's Opera House, Colfax, Iowa, on 
Baturday and Sunday, March 29 and 30, 
1890. The first business session of the As- 
sociation will be held Saturday at 9 A. u. 


ner medium gost mediums will be present. The Colfax | its peculiar characteristies, that nature has 
rty years but Brass Band, with other good music, has been provided for man’s final abode is a matter 
cept -| en for the occasion, Board at Adams | that interests all. 
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philosophy on a more substantial basis than | 


Unattended by no mortal guide it can notlevident that the word materialism is one royal remains was placed upon an elevated! South Haven, Mich. 


tail to reach its final resting-place without | that will still better express its real charac- | seat upon a huge and unwieldly car, drawn 


delay or concern on its own part, is the ter, in contradistinction to the theory which| by two horses, assisted by crowds of men. 
pledge of the natural order. [is to follow. It may as well be said right The funeral car was preceded in the 
| 11. Fach planet has its Spirit world.“ here, as elsewhere, that the materialistic | procession by two others. In the first sat 


has reverberated through the spirit spheres | theory, as taught under the evolution hy-|the high priest of the kingdom, alone, read- 
Ifor the forty years past. | pothesis, and claimed by the late Mr. Dar- ing as he went the moral lesson from the 

If our final home is located on our own win and his many learned adherents as a snered books in the Pali language. The 
globe, just outside of our atmosphere, may | modern discovery, disclosing the origin and | second car was occupied by near relatives of 
it not be as natural a product of the earth mode of world-building under the law of the deceased. A string of silver cloth, 
itself as is the less spiritual element on | development, transformation, ete., is far about six inches wide, extended from the 
which we momentarily depend for life and / from being one of modern origin. It is but| body of the high priest to the seat occupied 
| existence? [a revival of the old Grecian atomical philos-|in the next car, and thence to the funeral 

12. And what shall be the vehicle of|ophy, described by Mr. Dana as having|car, where it was attached to the urn. 
transportation that nature has provided, been first broached, probably by Lucippus, This forms, they think, the mystical union 
ready at all times, at our very door, developed by Democritus, and afterwards] between the dead, the sacred books, and the 
harnessed to her unjaded steed, that shall improved by Epicurus, and hence is some- living. In the next car was the sandal- 
convey the new-born soul to its final home? times denominated the Epicurean philoso- wood for the burning of the corpse. These 

Morris, Ill. L. A. FISHER. phy. So says a scholarly author. cars were all drawn by horses, assisted by 

This theory, then, of Epicurus, is strictly | scores of men. There were also in the 
one of materialistic type, as is shown by procession, many other cars containing 
the following remark of Buckminster, to- figures of lions, tigers, elephants, and 
wit: »The irregular fears of a future state] fabulous creatures, and upon the backs of 
had been supplanted by the materialism of] all were placed piles of yellow cloths for the 
Epicurus.” But if a still more simplified} priests. There were many boats placed on 
definition to the evolution hypothesis, as small wheels and drawn along, which were 
maintained by its modern advocates and also to be given to the priests. In front 
expounders before referring to, or draw-|and rear of the cars were hundreds of men 
ing upon, their own more recent pro-] dressed in white, and having white turbans, 
ductions, is required, it can be found in the | terminating in a  pasdoa point, who 
definition of the word materialist, to-wit: | represent the tawe-daws, or Buddhist angels, 

One who denies the existence of spiritual] When this procession arrived at the 
substances, and maintains that the soul of} Pramane the urn was placed upon the 
man is the result of a particular organiza-| platform. The piece of narrow silver cloth 
tion of matter in the body.” From the already mentioned was attached to the urn 
foregoing explanation of the evolutionary] and extended to the floor, and then out of 
hypothesis, as presented to the world from|the east and west wings of the building to 
the Epicurean age down to the present era, the steps, where the end rested on a pile of 
where it has fallen under the leadership of|sacred books. High above the urn was 
the great teachers, Profs. Huxley, Tyndall, suspended a golden canopy, of that 
Haeckel, Spencer and Darwin, it is plain to] peculiar form for which the Siamese are 
be seen that it is not highly tinctured with | celebrated. Around and under the canopy 
the Jehovah theory of creation, which has| were hung very beautiful white, fragrant 
been shown to be replete with the doctrine | flowers, arranged in the form of chandeliers. 
of Ghost-begotten Saviors, devils and end-] Many real chandeliers were also suspended 
less torment. It makes no demands on about the building, that it might be 
human life for sacrifices and burnt offerings | brilliantly lighted up at night. There were 
to save the dear people from death in the} side lamps as well, and on the walls brackets 
sense of endless pain. No Lord's suppers] and pictures, and many texts and proverbs 
of wafer-dodger and intoxicating drinks tojin Siamese, embroidered with black on 
be lunched, to brighten the memories of the | white silk and satin. These all looked 
participants of the good old orthodox] very pretty in scroll-work frames. Priests 
sprees, nor bullocks, rams, and turtle doves,|came from all parts of the kindgom to 
with crucified demigods, to appease the chant prayers and recite moral lessons, and 
wrath of Jehovah, and make clear the path-| to have a share in the gifts, 
way of h—l-bent sinners to the kingdom of} It used to be the custom for all the 
saintly bliss. And in all this it is the su-] mourners to dress in white, and have their 
perior of the two theories. For undoubtedly, | heads shaved; but at this time there were 
as it knows of no mind, soul or spirit to} many who wore black, and did not shave. 
live a hereafter life of consciousness, inde-| Others wore white, with a bind of black at 
pendently of the physical organisms, which | the sleeve. The scene was a very picturesque 
by death, so-called, is subject to disintegra-| one. 
tion, decomposition, etc., but not annihila-} When the time came for igniting the fire, 
tion; why, it, with a single breath, sweeps|the outer golden urn was removed leaving 
from man all thought or dread of future the copper one. Spices and fragrant 
endless punishment for errors committed on | flowers were strewn about the urn. All 
earth or material life; and which cultivated | valuable and precious articles were removed 
fear too often weighs with such gravity|from the platform, this was also lowered 
upon the conscience of man as to dwarf,|several feet to make it more convenient. 
shackle and stultify all the more refined|The sandal-wood was arranged under the 
powers of his nature. We say, then, if] grate of the urn, and fragrant powders were 

Death ends all,” as claimed by the mate-| poured among the sticks. A gunpowder 
rialist, as we shall show as we advance with | train was laid from the urn to where the 
the theory, there can be no dread of ortho-|king sat. All being now ready, the king 
dox hells, devils and future endless roasting | ignited the train, and soon the wood was 
of souls, for the simple reason that the all ablaze. The chief princes and nobles 
material evolution hypothesis denies to man | were standing near with lighted wax candles 
a conscious soul; consciousness being but a in their hands. Each in turn stepped up 
mere mode of existence or action of brain- and placed them upon the pyre. 

molecules, during physical organization. | When the wood was fired the band struck 
And certainly it were better to be snutfed up a funeral dirge and the women com- 
out than to continue living only as a process|menced wailing. The corpse was burned 
of eternal dying, as is claimed by orthodoxy | the eighth day of the ceremonies, but they 
as set forth in Theory No. 2. But the] were still continued for four days after the 
question to be settled is this: Is either one burning. The charred bones still remaining 
true? Has either claim any foundation in | were collected, put into a small golden urn, 
fact? Is there any proof that either of the and kept by the family. The present king 
two theories can be sustained by the known |has the bones of his ancestors for many 
laws of nature or the true science of life? | generations back preserved in this manner, 
To the claims of Theory No. 1, all sense of and during the days of this cremation these 
right, justice and love proclaim forever, u, bones were brought out in procession; also 
no!! NO!!! As for the truthfulness of|a reputed tooth of Buddha. The ashes were 
the claims of Theory No. 2, we must wait also collected after the burning, and the 
for decision until we shall have discussed next morning there was the procession of 
its merits and demerits, for the subject is| gaily decked boats which bore them down 
but barely stated. J. H. Menpennatt. the river to scatter them over the water 
before a certain temple. 

The cremation was a grand affair. The 
OUR JOURNAL OF CREMATION. | king outdid himself in lavish display, and 
distribution of costly gifts. Some of the 
Americans who were there say the buildings, 
and the general display and arrangement of 
things reminded them more of a section of 
the centennial than anything else they had 
seen. There were rooms filled with gifts 

_ CREMATION IN SIAM. D for the priests—bottles, lamps. clocks, 

Cremation, as practiced in Siam, is very tables, chairs, writing-desks, Japanese and 
peculiar, although the process has been] Chinese cabinets, tea-sets, trays, boxes, 
essentially the same for centuries. The fans, priestly robes, shoes, mats, umbrellas, 
body of a distinguished princess on one teapots, lanterns, glasses, bags, and iron 
occasion was first embalmed, and then basins for holding the rice and fruit they 
placed in a copper urn, in a sitting posture. beg from morning to morning. This method 
This urn was placed inside a golden urn. of cremation, however, borders on the 
These urns have openings at the bottom, so | ridiculous, yet it is superior to the putrefy- 
that bodies exposed in them become ing process of inhumation. The simple 
perfectly dry. The urn was placed on an method of this country is most desirable. 
elevated platform. While it was being 
placed there, conch-shell blowers and | Written for The Progressive Thinker. 
trumpeters were performing lustily on these THE DECATUR MEETING. 
itstruments. This trumpeting is called the TA —— 
Invitation to the corpse to be seated on| Thinking that your many readers would 
the platform.” be interested in spiritual growth among the 

When thus seated, all the insignia to} people, I send you a short account of the 
royalty to which the princess had been meeting held at Decatur, Mich., March Ist 
accustomed during her life were brought and 2nd. Nothwithstanding the almost 
and arranged at the foot of the urn, The impassable condition of the roads, the 
trumpeters came at early dawn, at noon, 0 Hones ll filled. Th A 
and at dusk, every day, to perform the F > a moeting 

was called to order by the president, L. S. 


funeral dirge. 

There were also wailing women who] Burdick. The audience listened with 
chanted the excellence of the deceased. |attention to the beautiful philosophy of 
The women spent an hour each day in the] Spiritualism, as it fell from the lips of Hon. 
services; and in the intervals, a company of |) y Moulton, of Grand Rapids; his subject, 


priests, seated upon a platform near the, z 7 s 2 
urn, chanted and recited moral lessons in The Works that Spirits had Accomplished, 


the Pali language. These services are carrying: us out ot superstition into the 
kept up daily until the burning. golden light of spiritual knowledge. Mrs. 
In the centre of the Pramane building | Woodruff, of South Haven, was our next 
was erected what may be called the speaker; not a soul in the house but that 
Satna ET about twenty eee Stern | Cone oa. eee gear 
. 180 re a . directly he always gives. She is a veteran that is 
gonan; po = tried and true. Mrs. Wisner, of Benton 


under the tall spire, was erected an 8 
octagonal pyramid, about sixty feet in Harbor, described spirits, and gave quite an 


circumference. It diminished by right- account of their life in their spirit home, 
angle gradations, to the height of about which was very interesting. Singing by the 
thirty feet, and terminated in a truncated | Harris twin sisters; they are but twelve 
top, where urns were placed. years old, and it is simply wonderful how 
On an appointed day the royal remains} well they do their part. Here I must speak 
were brought out in procession and put|of the generous hospitality extended us by 
upon the ph: 9 The governors of the the citazens of Decatur; all from a distance 
provinces and the kings of the tributary} were provided for. Many thanks for their 
states are usually ord to be present at the | kindness. Our meeting was a grand success. 
royal cremations. Early in the morning of We believe that the time is not far in the 
lution is a word that well expresses the the day of the procession the chief princes, future when the gospel of truth will 
nature and character of our subject as com- | nobles, rulers, and officers assembled at the | permeate all mankind. 
ing under the caption of Theory No, 2, it is' palace. The golden urn containing the Mas. R. A. Suerrer, Sec'y. 
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Written for The Progressive Thinker, 


CREATION. 


The Three Theories. 


THEORY NO. TWO. 

Eprron Proaresstve THINKER:—In con- 
tradistinction to the orthodox theory of the 
origin of our existence, its use and final 
destiny, Monism, as styled by modern sci- 
entists of the materialistic type, might serve 
as an appropriate title for Theory No, 2. 
Although the word is not contained in Web- 
ster’s Lexicon, it is a word used by modern 
thinkers of this class whereby to express 
their idea of the origin of the universe, as it 
has come into its present form, status, etc., 
independently of spiritual agency. Another 
term, however, seemingly more easy of 
comprehension (probably from its convenient 
use), and expresses the idea much clearer 
to the average thinker is, +‘ Evolution,” 
And though the late Mr. Charles Darwin, 
the English naturalist, has the honor of de- 
veloping the hypothesis, and his name 
stands forth as the author thereof, perhaps 
the theory in general is nowhere better de- 
fined than in the following paragraph, as 
expressed through the pen of the learned Mr. 
Haeckel, to-wit: The general doctrine of 
the evolution hypothesis assumes an eternal 
process of development, and that all natural 
phenomena, without any exception, from 
the motions of the heavenly bodies to the 
consciousness of man, obey one and the 
same great law of causation, and may be 
referred to the mechanics of atoms. This 
definition certainly expresses profundity of 
thought, and is apparently quite free of am- 
biguity. A similar expression of principle 
constitutes the basis of a doctrine founded 
and developed by the scholarly gentleman, 
Mr. Leibnitz, and known as the nomadic 
theory, which our lexicographer, Mr. Web- 
ster. describes thus: The elementary and 
indivisible units which were conceived 
as endowed with the power of giving and 
receiving with respect to others, and thus 
determining all physical and spiritual phe- 
nomena. 

Profound, concise and clear as may seem 
on first thought, these expressions, as 
touching the nature and origin of our being, 
they cannot be said to be wholly unambigu- 
ous; for, though they are the expressions of 
great minds, laid down as fundamental 
propositions, and are potent as arguments 
in defining and defending the tenets of the 
materialists’ view or hypothesis of a soulless 
man or spiritless universe, it is yet to be 
determined, as whether or not that what 
scientists have been pleased to denominate 
the forces of nature, are real substances, 
possessed of entititions properties. Let us 
then, appeal to Webster, our standard lex- 
icographer, as authority for an understand- 
ing of terms or words bearing directly upon 
the subject under consideration. 

If we take the word mind, we find it 
defined thus: The intellectual or rational 
faculty in man; the understanding, the 
power that conceives, judges or reasons, 
also the entire spiritual nature; the soul.” 
Mr. Reid, another authority, remarks: ‘‘ By 
the mind of man we understand that in 
him which thinks, remembers, reasons, 
wills.” Sir Hamilton says: What we 
mean by mind is simply that which per- 
ceives, thinks, feels, wills and desires. ” 

Now, since to perceive, desire, think, 
etc., implies action, an actor is absolutely 
required, and this actor, these three masterly 
linguists agree on its being mind; and as 
nothing cannot possibly do anything 
therefore, mind, which is shown to do 
something, must necessarily possess entity, 
But we will make further inquiry into this 
element of our subject, and see what the 
word soul means. This word, by Webster, 
is thus defined: The spiritual, rational 
and immortal part in man, that part of man 
which enables him to think, and which 
renders him a subject of moral govern- 
ment.“ Hence, says Milton, the man who 
has given to the world a language, ‘‘ The 
seat of real life or vitality; the source of 
action; the animating or essantial part.“ 
Here, too, action is not only inferred, but is 
expressed, hence an actor philosophically 
necessitated. But we will pursue yet 
further our subject. 

Turning to spirit, a word also expressive 
of the inner man, we may reach our ultimate 
or final definition touching this special point 
in our subject. ‘Spirit,’ says Mr. Web- 
ster,” is Life or living substance, consid- 
ered independently of corporeal existence; 
conceived of apart from any physical 
organization, or embodiment; vital essence, 
force, energy, as distinct from matter.“ 

The learned Mr. Locke remarks; Spirit 
is a substance in which thinking, knowing, 
doubting and a power of moving do sub- 
sist.” Spirit, then, as also soul and mind, 
means substance, entity, real existence, as 
distinct from matter.“ Here, then, we have 
the bases for two distinct theories laid down 
by the great minds of thought; each theory 
attempting to account for the origin of our 
being, or in broader terms, the origin of 
the universe, 

The one is wholly materialistic in char- 
acter, assuming matter as the substantial 
material out of which man and the universe 
are formed; thus making matter the actor, 
and force being merely its mode of action. 
The other assuming spirit to be the eternal 
stuff, out of which all things are made, 
matter being but a form of expression, as 
we shall show at the proper time and place 
in our discussion, With this view of the 
subject, notwithstanding we have said evo- 


Cremation a Spiritual and Sanitary 
Necessity. 


—— 


THE GRAND REALITY! 


brated Dramatist. 


“The Grand Reality,“ belog experiences iu spirit | *~” 
9 revelved through a ceive the 


life of a celebrated 


THE PROGRESSIVE THINKER. 


In making personal adornments for so beautiful, there was denoted the most support that theory, Most chronic dis- stand natural intelligence without calling it 
those in spiritlife they are very clover, | perfect harmony in their tastes. Most eases are undoubtedly the result of drug such names, it is none of my funeral.” 
There is an innocence which surrounds them learned Sire,” said my friend, here is one treatment in some acute disease. If the} Clyde, O. Mon. 
Experiences in Spirit Life of a Cele-|that renders easy the task of governing who is traveling through the spheres for afflicted could be brought en rapport with - = 

them. That they are docile is easy to be knowledge, and whose God, when upon spirit influences, death would surely lose its | Written for The Progresive Thinker. 

seen by one who travels through their dif- earth, was Nature. He has been for some sting, as the number of deaths would be 
ferent grades; and they are willing to re- time, I may say, in the spheres, and yet reduced in an astonishing manner, The 
light when it comes home to them cannot bring to his mind any idea of the transmission of disease from parent to child 


— 


THE LILIES OF LIFE. 


BY O. W. BARNARD, 


trance medium and edited by Hugh Junor Browne, |in such a manner as that they can belleve Creator, Dost thou know such a Being or could be prevented, if acute diseases were | The lilies that bloom In the gardens of life, 


authorof The Holy Truth,“ Rational Christianity,’ 


he Conflict Between Authority and Reason,” The it. Taking them as a class they are sus- Person?” I saw a smile play o'er his face not allowed to become chronic, 

ceptible to impressions from the Whisper- as he answered; “Ah! you have done like During the month of February, 1890, a 
ings of Nature, which, reverently inter- others. God will let you seek him if you hospital located in the West made an offer 
preted, awake within the meditative mind | will, but you have let him pass through your to a psychic healer, who treats diseases only And their f ce as sweet as the odors that rise, 
momentous thoughts of eternity. 


Religion of the Future,“ Etc. 
[Continued from last week, ] 


LEOTURE XII. 


In my last lecture I had to break away 
from controlling the medium, because of the 
disturbed state of the elements, which pre- 
vented me doing justice to the subject I had 
in hand. This evening I hope to be enabled 
to do so, and to partially reotify the evil that 
happened. 

At the termination of my last discourse 


I spoke of the first gleam of mediumship, | in 


or the inflowing of the Divine current within 
me, having heen experienced in the former 
of the two cities I described in last lecture. 
I did not experience it in the form of what 
you term Trance,” but an inspiration, far 
above anything I had known on earth, took 

ion of me, and when in the latter 
city I thus addressed those who surrounded 
me; ‘Oh! nation—many of you gathered 
from all parts—behold but a simple stranger, 
who, by the knowledge obtained, and the 
influences emanating from those of a neigh- 
boring city, is now able to speak to you. 
Surrounded by the mysterious emblems of 
your religion, bound together by your sacred 
ties, I am here, not to abuse you or to seek 
to stir within you ire, but rather to attempt 
to raise a sympathy for your own natu 
I am here as a messenger, perhaps not alto- 
gether welcome; but rest assured I am one 
whose good intentions flow spontaneously 
towards you. You whom I see gathered 
here, some of you from climes far apart, 
whose cast of spiritual features and dark 
brows remind me of the old stories told of 
the Hebrew people of earth. I can scarcely 
separate you from the reminiscenes engen- 


do you good. Where the language and 
ideas come from, in which I now speak to 
you, I know not, but they come flooding 
through my spiritual organism like water 
from a brook. . I stand upon your pave- 
ments, where I know that you rarely allow 
those of a different caste from yourselves to 
stand. Iam here to lift your sight away 
from the small and narrow circle which con- 
fines you. I will instil into you different 
inclinations from any which ycu ever knew 
in your spiritual existence. I am hand-in- 
hand with you, bound by the tie which I 
know to be true, that there is One only Who 
rules by His works, both in the world on 
which I first trod and in the spheres where 
I now dwell. You have done harm by your 
own baneful influences, but let me implore 
you to sever your connection therewith, and 
as the light sparkles from ocean's glittering 
wayes, so shall there shine from your souls 
a more refulgent light, casting an illumina- 
tion on that onward path which leads to 
eternel bliss. Oh! ye most ancient nation! 
remember well that it is your duty to seek 
out Trath—that you are a people of God— 
though not in a special sense, as you have 
been taught to believe, for all are alike in 
His regard. I could wish to open to your 
vision in one moment the grand and mighty 
truths which have dawned upon my under- 
standing; but time will be required to ex- 
plain to you the process which led me to be- 
come enlightened—time will be necessary 
to expatiate upon the people and scenes of 
the many grades of the spheres through 
which I have passed, a contemplation of 


measure of my conyinctions and power. 
And in response to those convictions, and 
for the purpose of testing my power, I am 
now among you pleading the Cause of Truth 


above you. Awake! and let the powers 
within shine forth ina more glorified reality, 


that you may know your Creator and your] now] 
God, I sympathize with you in the position | some 


you are in, and Llook at you with the fondest 
of brotherly affection.” 

After giving flow to the thoughts that 
stirred within me, I felt strongly impressed 


sensations upon earth, where I had fre- 


am able to say that, looking back to the 
time when that delightful influence impelled 
me to speak before that Jewish community, 
I have since seen the little spark burst into 
a flame, and that flame has spread, not only 
over hundreds and thousands, but over 
countless millions of spirits, and in doin 
so has helped to bring down that debasing 
passion of avarice in them. And, at the 
fame time, I have since visited the exact 
place, and been able once again to mix 
among them. I know their feelings and 
their strivings after the glorious and eternal 
truth. 

I was next taken away and shown num- 
bers of synagogues, which, as I said before, 


same style of execution as the olden syna- 
gogues of earth; all the emblems of their 
religion were there. Each edifice stands 
now, not as a monument of superstition, but 
as an image of brilliant, glowing light; and 
their religion—reformed as it is—is now 
gathering thousands of the same nation 


under its wing. Strip them of their one fg 


evil passion, and there is not a nation I can 


admire more, for it must be allowed they 


not yet enkindled, it lies smouldering, and 
will surely one day give forth a light that 
will illumine the fature—the immortal ex- 


They do | fingers! Now, we will show you our idea of under spirit control, to attend the patients | Is ascending as incense quite 
not cling tenaciously to their old indigenous | Deity, and the beauty of a pure mind, and in the hospital at a salary of $100 per] Asan offering for pain and 
and superstitious creeds, but resign them | then you may, in a certain light, be enabled month, which goes to prove that psychic| wre their enlesiori of. mare 
without regret for any they consider prefer-|to receive a small idea of Deity." No heallug is coming to the front in n very| Lends them on through the depths of distress, 
able and nearer akin to truth. As buds matter how small or great,” I exclaimed, rapid manner, The author has found that] Where the faces so pale, and so sad, and so low, 
adorn the rose-tree, so unknown influences} give me only one faint glimpse, and I diseases can be cured by mortals as well as 
pervade this sphere, and they blossom forth upon that glimpse can meditate; upon that by spirits. He has treated for his own | And these lilies so fair smile again in return, 
and shed their light, not for the benefit of | standard I shall acquire so fast a hold that amusement a number of people by rubbing, With a radiance angelle and sweet 
the few, but of the many, 
I traveled through this plane, noticing its like magic in Deity’s form! I have traveled 
habitants to be, one and all, bound to- far. Canst thou tell me, sir, where I can 
gether, and that thousands constantly kept learn, or where to find the Image that I 
coming in from other grades, 

We bore away to the far north. 


Here I | conjuring up miraculous agencies, and at 
found not only a change of scenery, but a times I saw spirits pass before my vision, 
change in the climate was also very appar-|who awoke within me an influence that 
Having traversed a considerable dis- seemed beyond my powers of comprehen- 
tance, the prospect assumed an appearance sion. I would, indeed, if possible, give 
as if the whole were decked in a raiment of | half my spiritual existence if thou wouldst 
Naturally anxious to know where draw the curtain. If there be a Deity— 
we were going, I asked my guide with What and thou canst gratify me—show him to me 
particular portion of earth's people we were | at once!“ Sire,“ he thus addressed me, 
With those who | thy voice is quick and rapid, thy sayings 
lived in what are designated the Aretie are like enchanted utterances that burst 
Regions,’ was the answer; and I wish upon the ear as light breaks upon the morn- 
there to show you that Nature is as true as ing, or like the music that swells upon the 
she possibly can be, and being thus true, air at eve. But there are many bright and 
God must be so likewise, 
ros. | different traits and characteristics of the to become in a fit state to receive the idea 
human family, and this knowledge has re- of Deity. Of hell I have seen nothing but 
sulted in each individual being placed in a what was within the spirit fh, Divers 
locality and climate that are adapted to his black and dreary imps of eternal darkness 
nature, Behold the glistening tips of the I have beheld none, though I have seen the 
How | spirit-form racked by a power which seemed 
It|to place it in a strait, Worse than this I 
brings your soul into such a state of rapture have seen nothing; though I have tarried 
that it becomes absorbed in the contempla- long in the sphere you are now in, and have 


dered by the stories as recounted of those sonona infinite attributes of its 


people, and I am here with the sole wish tof ` yy 


next to come in contact, 


How beautiful they look! 
really pure looking is the scene here! 


o were brought quickly into what seemed | you at length will perceive throughout his 
a large town, and I saw people and scenes, domains the mysterious workings of Deity. 
a description of which I had read when aj Continue to cultivate your thoughts in such 
This is the locality 
tt Northerners, 
existed in those cold climes to the north of been a craving of long standing, and I see, 
I noticed [from on high, channels of deep thought 
among them all the peculiarities of which I| have been opened, and I can further see that 
had read descriptions in my youthful days. | you possess many mediumistic powers. You 
They wore the counterparts of the fur-skins | are also gifted, I perceive, with a great deal 
adapted to the climate they were in when of curiosity, which I hope will urge you on 
(Everything on the mundaue to progression. Oh! friend, I said, 
plane, except fire has its spiritual counter- |‘ let me only gain knowledge that I may 
part or correspondence, and it appears that return to earth again to show that to be 
of the clothes which we have worn here, false which I had conjured up, and impart 
through being impregnated with our mag- |the truth and the reality, Let me knowl- 
netism, their spiritual counterparts retain a edge gain for such a purpose as this. If 
strong attraction to the wearer, who, when | yon will only unfold to me these great and 
in spiritlife, has only to exercise his power | mighty truths I will return and communicate 
of will to obtain the spiritual counterpart |the thoughts to those who thirst for a 
of any particular garment worn by him when | knowledge of the grand reality, thousands 
I went up to some of them, of whom will gladly hear me. Give me, I 
could enter into conversation, but pray thee, but a glimpse of that which I 
I was soon undeceived upon that point, for require. Then, as if by magic, a peal of 
we understood not a word of each other's bells chimed forth. Come here, my 
I found that, apart from having | friend,” he continued, tand I will show s - x z 188 
been divested of the body, they were just you how Deity is worshiped here by the en- demarcation between the mineral and veg-|or her magnetism that the influence we fee 
Spirits of a|joyment in gratitude of all his manifold 
higher grade came down to teach them, as | blessings.” He took me by the arm, and 
many were far from being of educated | there was a soft feeling of brotherly love in 
Finding I could gain no informa- his touch, He led me forth to a beautiful 
tion from them we passed on, and not wish- gruss lawn, upon which were about four 
ing to go farther north, we retraced our|hundred spirits, all apparently enjoying 
steps to what you would term ‘‘the Sunny | themselves to the utmost, Around and for 
South, and as we proceeded thence the some distance beyond the borders of this 
I turned to | lawn flowers grew in the most beautiful pro- 
Does the fuslon. They stood erect without any other 
t upon those we support than that which they received from 
e left behind as it had upon myself?” [each other, for the various plants occa- 
“No!” he answered; ‘‘those spirits were |sionally met together and embraced, form- 
inured to low temperature in their first state; ing here and there the most gorgeous arches, hat $ - í A i 8 t the 
and, therefore, were acclimatized to extreme | beautified by the light and shade falling Provincetown, Cape Cod, in the schooner | ship does not depend upon the color of the 
they came, consequently they are at upon each, whose splendid colors were thus 
in that (to you) inhospitable clime. [enhanced to an exalted degree 
If you wish to travel you must put up with| Even those philosophers of high scientific 
the consequences; you cannot gain the|attainments upon earth are unable to pene- 
edge you seek without experiencing | trate the secrets of this beautiful perfection 
little inconvenience," 
As we passed along I observed that the ward form of the plant; they see, and per- . 
country 05 very thinly populated. I asked; | haps admire the a but they dot long stems resembling the stems of the white] that a single human being could be blotted 
“Who are these who live so far from any | there is a current leading from that flower 
“These are spirits,” | which passes forth and spreads a gentle in- 
who had not been, when upon | fluence over the whole of creation, 
ambitious turn of mind, and [To be continued.] 
were desirous of entering into the same E as ee ETA 
quently been under impressional influences, species of life here as that which engaged | Written for The Progressive Thinker. 
and I longed to know whence they came. II their attention in the earth-life. 


your earth, take up their abode. 


the same as when upon earth. 


climate became more genial. 
my guide with the question; 


ld have » effec 
which has urged me to do good to the fall Fe Spry cpa rae 


$ l 0 
whose bright light I see shining beyond and ral 


f ci 3 7 * gt 
that the influence thus inspiring me was ei ee te 


passing away, I had felt almost similar] earth, of an 


: T eer ge oe is | WONDERFUL EVIDENCE OF SPIRIT 
what woulo , in the physical or first J 

sphere, called ‘country life,’ where the POWER. 
various objects of inanimate nature—or 
what are designated such—may be the silent} About thirteen years ago, Mrs, Grantsyn, 
companions of those who wish to study the | Who now resides in Chicago, was living in 
only true and infallible Bible—the great | Rochester, N. Y., and during the time she 
E | Book of Nature—whose pages are ever open | was living there she was taken sick with what 
The bubbling appeared to be malaria. After she had ro- 
streams and beautifal nooks around here | Covered from the fever, she noticed that one 
are the music and delight of these people, ot her limbs began to swell; large black 
who have always worshiped Nature, and spots appeared, the limb became cold and 
prefer to reign with her in perfect harmony apparently lifeless, At times, especially at 
than reside in an overcrowded city, as so night, it would cause her great suffering; 
u And what, then,” I|the flesh would appear to be on flre—the 
asked, “are these spirits’ ideas of Deity? [itching was almost unendurable every 
i “Friend,” | night for nearly thirteen years, and walking 
were formed and elaborated in exactly the | he replied, ‘how can you class yours as be- Was out of the question for a time. 


to the inquiring student, 


many elect to do.“ 


Are as pure as the breath of the morn 
And their beauty embowers the bosom of strife, 
Ere the seeds of dissension are born; 


From the balm-laden {sles of the seas 
2 the skies, 
ase: 


y to sorrow and woe, 


Ever turn but to smile and to bless, 


For their love that is deathless, with fervor doth burn! 
I could stand and see the clouds break away und also mentally, and produced some re-] And thus lights the dark ways for thelr feet. 
markable cures; but the treating of diseases Where the war cloud has burst in {ts furious wrath, 
under spirit control is more desirable, be-] And great armies of brothers are slaln— 
cause the healer is not as liable to contract | Where the shot ond the shall déstroy all ia thelr path 
4 4 0 oun . 
the disease as when the patient is treated by unn 
physical means, J. W. Currs. It is here that these Iilles of life are so fair, 
— — — And thelr mercy like fragrance so sweet 


DYING LN HARNESS. As they smiling move on amid death and despair, 
With kind missions for all that they meet— 


seck? When upon earth I had thought of 


Only a fallen horse, stretched out there on the road, | yy 
k Ka : || Unto friend and to foe these good angels of lite 
Strete rool New [ee ae shafts, and crushed by the] ` Give alike the sweet balm of relief. „ 


s Wheresoc'er they have fallen amid the hot strife— 

Only a fallen horse and a circle of wondering eyes 7 
Watching the frighted teamster goading the beast to With thelr love-soothing anguish and grief. 

rise. They * the last rites for the lost who have 
Hold! for his toll is over, no more labor for him; . poy 
See the poor neck outstretched and the patient eyes 1677 ee Bt 

grow dim; am à Er 
See on the friendly stones how peacefully rests his Telling all how they gave up thelr lives. 


head, ie oe x 
Thinking, It dumb beasts think, how good It is to be | Where contagion’s foul form blights the earth with 


dead; its breath, 
After the burdened journey, how restful It Is to lie ad Walling Gan aoe sjona ATA 
„ 10 „ y fey y > » crue vy sickn 
He knows all the | great thoughts which you should cultivate, | With only 20 dist shafts and the cruel load, waiting | “ya. so humbled the haughty and proud— j 


7 There these sisters of charit e 4 
che D Ps ta Yy, mercy an ace, 
Wate 7 died in harness, died in the shafts and Quick repair to the chamber of be beg pe 
Fell, and the great load killed him; one of the day's And their labors of kindness and goodness ne'er 
mishaps, 
One of the passing wonders marking the city road, 
A toller dying In harness, heedless of call or goad. 


While in suffering a mortal lies low; 


But regardless of self and exposures Incurred, 


Sonne 1 ` hway. stay! , k They are watching the dying and dead 
Passe a aprang the pathway, staying your steps For ‘with pity the depths of their being is stirred, 


Was it thesymbol! Only death; why should we cease} And they know not of fear, nor of dread, 


to smile f 

Almighty looked like you, yea, for many many years | At death fora beast ot burden? On through the busy ake Shatin i eee Ho = 

. : x 8 treet ley BF 80 i 
of earthly time, If you only study aright, | That ru er echolug the tread of hurrying | Thus a Nightingale's love like a star must e'er burn, 
feet! And Barton's with grandeur must thrill. 
Manteno, III. 
f , * P — —— — — 
What was the sign? A symbol to touch the tireless Written for The F <a iann 
where the/a manner that you may be enabled, even in| Does 2 taught in parables speak in parables A Word to Spiritualists. 
those who were born and some degree, to think of Deity. Yours has |The seed on the rock is wasted, on heedless hearts of 2 

men, 


That gather ai 7 and grasp and lose, labor and | PROM ONE WHO TAKES AN INTEREST IN AD- 
‘sleep, and then: 

Then for Rhe prize! A crowd in the street of ever- VANCING THE CAUSE. 
echoing tread; 

The toller, crushed by the heavy load, is there in his 
harness, dead! 

ohn Boyle O° Reilly, 


Through the columns of your valuable 

Se paper, permit me to address the Spiritual- 
istic fraternity in the United States. To 
you, my dear friends, it is well known that 
we entertain the only religion throughout 
the entire world which is based strictly up- 
I was much interested in the perusal of on actual knowledge instead of creeds and 
the address of the Rev. H. W. Thomas in|dogmas from ancestral priests and self- 
your paper. I admired all until I got to] styled spirit teachers. Ours is the rational 
the bottom of the first column. He has] religion upon which we may reason instead 
found that all the foundations of objections | of depending upon the emotional, as with 
to the theory of continuous life, are reduced | most of the religions of the world. To us 
to one; and then goes on to say that there is given the knowledge and the demonstra- 
is a sharp, differentiating line between the|ble facts. When we ‘assemble together 
mineral world and the world of life.” The and are addressed by a strongly developed 
chemist does not find a sharper line of inspirational speaker, we know it is by his 


Written for The Progressive Thinker. 


LIFE RELATIONS. 


etable, or vegetable and animal, than exists | is transmitted by an immutable law of na- 
between animal and spiritual life. This lat ture, instead of attributing such influence 
ter is thoroughly identified with the animal or sensation to the striving of Jesus, as 
life, and constitutes the consciousness; but] Many of us have been told. This influence 
there is evidently another consciousness in| may be transmitted from friend to friend at 
the body, and acting its own will, as we] long distances apart, and may be, and often 
often find that there is a conflict between | is, so transmitted after one of the friends 
We, Us & Co. The relation of the spirit to | has passed to the unseen world, as is dem- 
the material of the body is precisely the| onstrated by positive proof. 

same as that existing between animal life] It has been considered a great mystery 
and vegeto-mineral. I have witnessed, over | that the aborigines of our country should 
half a century ago, the extraordinary spec- have a knowledge of the happy hunting 


spring of the year, 1839, I sailed from | cal life; but when we reflect that medium- 


Amazon, Russell Elliott, captain, for a fish-| Skin or upon civilization, and that magnet- 
ing voyage to the Grand Banks of New-| ism extends throughout all space and is 
foundland, Near the eastern edge of the alike the common property of all mankind, 
banks, in thirty-two fathom water I caught Whether in a civilized or savage state, in the 
from the bottom, upon one of my hooks a| material or spiritual world, then the mys- 
cluster of lemons; thirty of them in all, | tery is solved. All mankind are emanations 
They grew from the mass of roots, upon| from the great First Cause, and to suppose 


of Nature. They simply observe the out- 


pond lily, and from eighteen inches to three | from existence, would be to suppose a power 
and one-half feet in length, These lemons | or force arrayed against itself. 

were an exact fac-simile of the West India| The vital force within us doubtless has 
lemons in appearance; but when cut into always existed, and ever must continue 
with a knife, I found a mass of intestines | While the great force we call God exists. 
somewhat resembling a ball of stocking yarn, | Now Bro. J. R. Francis is engaged in the 
such as my mother used to give me to make | laudable undertaking of publishing this 
a batting ball of, to play with. In the] paper for the diffusion of this soul-inspiring 


became as hard as horn; and the stringy runs may read.” It is clean, and morally 
appearance would writhe as though making | high-toned. Its contributors are among the 
violent effort, best and most intellectually developed of 

After lying about the deck of the schooner | any writers in our country, and withal the 
for a few hours, these lemons would become | Subscription price is so low that it brings it 
wilted all up. You might then take one] Within the reach of all. It comes at one 
of them and rub its surface with the palm | dollar a year singly, and to clubs at less; 
of the hand, and it would rapidly resume| but Bro, Francis has anticipated the fact 
the original shape, seemingly glad to bo] that at this dull season of the year, dollars 
caressed, Now here was an essentially an- are by no means plenty, therefore he has so 
imal life, growing upon a vegetable whose arranged it that for twenty-five cents we may 
root grasped stones and seashells from get the paper for sixteen weeks; but we 
which the basic life was being derived; the] must not fail to remember that the moiety 
immediate union of three elementary condi-| is required in advance. His business can 
tions of life. not be conducted on trast. When the type 


At this pointof the subject we are tocon-| _ Bro, Francis appeals to us to extend the 
sider the phases of primal and derivative | Circulation of this Sue we permit 
ie Was the wounded lemon 82 W 

not, what made it struggle? take it, er 
that we have not the shadow of an excuse | individ Sea aaa 
for denying full consciousness, in the 


; 
3 
| 
: 
is 


A 
8 

E 

f 

5 

4 
f 
Eg 


8 
£ 
g 
E 
8 
5 
3 
2 
: 
7 
zie 


$ 
l 
i 
= 
A 
8. 


g 
3 


Hf 
3 
te 
a 1 
IE 


* 


| 42 
id 


tacle of the three lives in one. In the| ground which awaits him beyond his physi-] — 


course of half a minute after the cut was| knowledge, The paper is ably edited. The | extra 
made, you could not cut again, for its skin type is new and clear, ‘tso that he who f9 to tt a.m., 1 toa r. xi 
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oO“ TRIAL, THE PROGRESSIVE THINKER I$ 
only 25 cents for sixteen weeks, or $1 per yes, 
For that amount you get the best thoughts of th 
ablest writers in the United States and Warope, tal 
also ald us in establishing in Chicago the large: 
Spiritualist Publishing House in the world. 


MEDIUMS LOCATED IN CHICAGO, | 


Mediums, Clairroyants«, Trance. 


Mrs. O. A. Bishop, test, 79 S. Peoria street. 

Mrs. H. S. Slosson, 524 W. Lake street. 

Mrs. Kate Blade, slate writer, 307 W. Harrison street 

Mrs. Coverdale, 79 Thirty-fifth street. 

Mrs. 8. J. Cutter, 369 Fulton street. 

Mrs. De Nevet, 8. Morgan street. 

Mre, Hansen Bishop court. 

Mrs. 8. De Wolf, 108 8. Center Avenue. l 

Mrs. Ohl Williams, cor. Lake st. and Ashland sre, 

Mrs.Guesio Wolf, 615 Fulton street, 

Mrs. Lois Hudson, 62 Page street. 

Prof. G. G. W. VanHorn, 220 W. Monroe street. 

Mrs. F. M. Eddy, 98 S. Green street. 

Mrs. F. Kingsbury, 2426 Cottage Grove avenue. 

Bangs Sisters, slate writing, 22\¢ Walnut street. 
Me. M. D. Gage, 47 N. Ashland avenue, 

Healers. 

J. 8. Dean, 8704 Cottage Grove avenue. 

Mrs. Dr. M. A. Mohn, 714 W. Lake street. 

Mrs, Pirnie, 1287 W. Madison street. 

Dr. R. Greer, 127 LaSalle street. 


THE PSYCHOGRAPH _ 

-- DIAL PLANCHETTE! + 
* 
F 


This instrument has now been thoroughly tested by 
numerous investigators, nou has proved more sate 
factory than the — both In regard to be c. 
tainty and correctness of the communications, anda 
a means of developing 9 Many who were 
not aware of their mediumistic gift have, after stew 
sittings, been able to receive astoulshing communis 
tions from thelr departed friends 

Capt. D. B. Edwards, Orient, N. Y., frites: 

“I had communications (by the Peychograph) from 
many other friends, even from the old settlers whom 

ve-stones are moss-grown lu the old yard. 
ave-been highly satisfactory, and proved to me 
Spiritualism fs indeed true, and the communicstiogs 
have given my beart the greatest comfort In the severe 
loss I have had of son, daughter, anid thelr mother.” 

Dr. Eugene Crowell, whose writings have made bis 
name familiar to those interested In psychical matters, 
writes as follows: 

“Iam much pleased with the Psychograph you mat | 
me, and will thoroughly test it the first opportunity] 
may have. It is very simple in principle and constrac 
tion, and I am sure must be far more sensitive de 
spirit power than the one now in use. I belleve tt 
will generally supersede the latter when Its superior 
merits become known,"’ 

A. P. Miller, journalist and poet, in an editorial 
notice of the instrument in his paper, the Worthing 
ton (Minn.) Advance, says: 

“The Psychograph is an Improvement upoa te 
planchette, having a dial and letters, with a few words, 
60 that very little power Is apparently required t 
give the communications. We do not hesitate ® 
recommend it to all who care to test the gare 
whether spirits can return and communicate,” 

Just what Investigators want. Home circles wast 
Price, by mall, free with full directions for use N 
For sale at this office. 


＋ Researches in Oriental ‘History. + 


BY G. W. BROWN, M. D. | 


One Fol. 12mo, 407 Pages, Cloth, $1.50, Postage I 


GENERAL DIVISION: 
1. RESEARCHES IN JEWISH HISTORY. 
2. RESEARCHES IN ZOROASTRIANGSS 
3. DERIVATION OF CHRISTIANITY, 
4. WHENCE OUR ARYAN ANCESTORS? 


The whole comprises an carnest but fraltless seank 
for a Historical Jesus. 

n this volume the Jews are clearly shown not ie 
have been the boly and favored people they claim te 
have been. The Messianic idea is traced to the Bae 
trian Philosopher, 2350 years I}. C., and its — 
outlined, following the waves of emigration, unti E 
is fully developed into Christianity, with a mythical 
hero, at Alexandria, in Egypt, soon after the om 
mencement of the Christian cra 

The book demonstrates that Christianity and i 
central hero are mythical; that the whole system & 
based on fraud, falsehood, forgery, fear and force; 
and that its rites, ceremonlals, dogmas and 
stitions are but survivals of so-called paganism B 
shows vast research among the resonis of the 
its facts are mostly gleaned from Christian authority; 
and no person can read it without Instruction — 
profit, whether he reaches the same conclusion with 
the author or otherwise. 

All orders, accompanied with a remittance, should 
be addressed to THE PROGRESSIVE THINKER 
251 S. Jefferson street, Chicago, III. 


THE TIGER-STEP OF THEOCRATIO 
DESPOTISM, 


A tract for the times. By Hupsox TUTTLE. Thiet 
edition just published. Price, post- pald. § cents; ® 


those ordering for distribution, ten cop! ceath 
2 ipar 100. *. Hepsox TUTTLE, Herin Hayaa 
D, 


HOW TO BECOME A GOOD MEDIUN. 
— 
To become a good medium it is in most cases nete 
sary to have some person to set with who can thw 
zaa in a complete trance cach day, and hold you 
at condition until the spirit control can gala com 
plete control of your organism. I discovered mat 
years — that I could throw almost any person ins 
a complete trance state, and bold them iu that es 
dition, My charges for developing mediums for beak 
lug or other phases vary from $10 to 0. e 
the time Ly ect No charge will be made if I 
to develop the medium. Make applications by letter 
only. J. W. Curts, 406 Park Avenue, Chicago, Mi 
nols. 


SYCHIC HEALING, by Mr. and Mra J. Curt, 

406 Park avenue, near Western 2 
II. Psychic, soul or mind bealing should be tried 
the sick or those afflicted with what they consider is 
curable diseases. The cure is what the sick are afte, ; 


not the means, Spirit treatment will cure 
fail. Mr. and Me. Curts do not touch — 


during treatment; the treatment is spiritual ; 

not cal. When instruction ts given, no 

will made for treatment. Terms, $1 per kessa; 
for country visits. Calls received ina 


* Loyalty * to * the * Constitution,* 


VS. REASON 


OME vs. REASON will soon be Issued, with 
additional mat mote 


I must remark here that this sub-marine| is once set up, if the paper can be sent out) af Tur Proonessive 


